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Newsletter:  Spring 2008 
 
Website: 
Rutger Webb has been working hard updating and 
improving our website: www.intlpyro.org.  Not only 
can you find information about upcoming events, 
contact information for society officers, but now there 
is a members-only message board.  This is a place 
where members may post advice, questions and 
comments.  Visit soon!  www.intlpyro.org/forums  
 
Election: 
It is election year once again.  Please fill out the 
attached election form and send to the secretary (Ruth 
Schaefer).  Forms may be mailed or e-mailed. 
 
Nominees: 

President:  Rutger Webb  
Vice President:  Dr. Tracy Vine 
Vice President:  Dr. Ernst-Christian Koch 
Treasurer:  Dr. Greg Knowlton 
Secretary:  Ruth Schaefer 
Archivist:  Alex Schumann 

 
Contributions to the Newsletter 
We want to hear from you!  Rather than just an 
announcement of conferences and workshops, we 
would like to make the newsletter a way for the 
society to keep in touch.  If you have an 
announcement you like to make (I.e. retirement, 
awards received, deaths, etc.), please send them to the 
secretary for the next newsletter.  Other ideas for the 
newsletter include safety tips and information.  
 
Memberships: 
Membership dues remain the same amount that they 
have been for years, i.e. US$50 for two years’ 
membership.  If you received a renewal notice and 
form with this letter, then our records show that your 
membership expires June 31, 2008.  Renewal forms 
may also be found at: 
http://www.intlpyro.org/membership.htm 



  
 

IPS 2008: 
35th International Pyrotechnics Symposium & 40th anniversary of the IPS Series will 
be held in the Marriott Hotel in Fort Collins, CO; July 13-18.  For registration 
information go to: www.ipsusa.org 

Subjects of interest for this seminar include all aspects of pyrotechnics, and to a lesser 
degree, explosives and propellants. Research aspects are emphasized for the latter two.   

Oral and poster sessions are planned in the following areas of interest:  

• All aspects of Pyrotechnics 
• Fuel/oxidizer formulations 
• Insensitive materials 
• Sensitivity and safety 
• Environmental considerations 
• Nano-particles in energetic materials 
• Testing methods and devices 
• Manufacturing processes; twin-screw extruders, 
  coacervation, co-precipitation, etc. 
• Computational methods applied to energetic materials 
• Improvised explosive devices (IEDs) 
• Initiators and initiation 
• Regulations and standards applicable to energetics; STANAGs, etc. 
• Synthesis and composition of explosives and other energetic composites 
• Unusual applications of energetic materials 

6th Workshop on Pyrotechnic Combustion Mechanics 

The 6th Workshop on Pyrotechnic Combustion Mechanisms  will meet at the same hotel 
(on Saturday, July 12th) just before the 35th IPS Seminar. There will be a separate 
registration and fee for the Workshop. This workshop is dedicated to the combustion of 
pyrotechnic materials. Whereas our present knowledge on the combustion of all kinds of 
solid propellants may be considered mature, our understanding of the combustion 
processes occurring with pyrotechnics is still in its infancy. Thus development of 
pyrotechnics for various applications, be it illuminating and decoy flares, igniter 
materials, smoke charges and the like, still requires time-consuming procedures 
resembling more a trial and error system than a straightforward, in other words, deductive 
manner. 

It is the aim of this workshop to create a platform for scientists to allow for detailed 
exchange of information and critical discussion on the physical and chemical aspects of 
the combustion of pyrotechnic materials.  Further information may be found at:  
http://www.intlpyro.org 



 

Related Events: 

Dr John Conkling's "Advanced Pyrotechnics Summer Seminar" 2008 
A One-Week Advanced Summer Seminar  
June 9-13, 2008 
Washington College 
Chestertown, Maryland 
http://john.conkling.washcoll.edu/ 

39th ICT 
International Annual Conference of ICT. June 24 - June 27, 2008. Karlsruhe.  
Theme; Energetic Materials. Processing and Product Design 
http://www.ict.fraunhofer.de/VuM/ICT_Jahrestagung/ 

 
PGI Pyrotechnics Guild International 

Location: Gillette, WY 
Dates: August 10th -15th  
http://www.pgi.org 

 
NATAS Energetic Materials and Thermal Hazards Sessions and Short Courses  

36th North American Thermal Analysis Society Annual Conference  
Training course:      August 16-17, 2008  
Energetic Materials Thermal Hazards Sessions:  August 18-20, 2008 

Location: Atlanta, GA, USA 
Information: www.natasinfo.org 
Contact: Queenie Kwok (qkwok@nrcan.gc.ca) 

 
Airbag 2008 

9th International Symposium & Exhibition  
on Sophisticated Car Occupant Safety Systems  
1. - 3. Dezember 2008  
Karlsruhe, Germany 
http://www.ict.fraunhofer.de/VuM/Airbag/ 

 
11th International Symposium on Fireworks 

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 
April 20-24, 2009 
http://www.isfireworks.com/ 

 
IASPEP 2009 

2009 International Autumn Seminar on  
Propellants, Explosives and Pyrotechnics  
Kunming, China, October, 2009 
http://www.iaspep.com.cn/ 
 



Election for IPS Office for 2008-2010 
       Yes  No 
 
President:   Rutger Webb     ____  _____ 

 
Vice President (1):  Dr. Tracy Vine   ____  _____ 

 
Vice President (2):  Dr. Ernst-Christian Koch ____  _____ 

 
Treasurer:   Dr. Greg Knowlton   ____  _____ 
 
Secretary:   Ruth Schaefer    ____  _____ 

 
Archivist:   Alex Schumann   ____  _____   
 
 
Send election forms to: 
 
Ruth Schaefer, M/S 244 
c/o ATK Launch Systems 
PO Box 707 
Brigham City, UT  84302-0707 
 
Ruth.Schaefer@atk.com 


